
   
 

   
 

 

 

 

 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Students,  
 
It seems incredible to believe that just over a week ago, we were a normal school with 
everyone on site functioning in essentially the same way the school has functioned since the 
mid-1970s. A week later, we are a fully functioning, online community with our amazing 
students and teachers all working hard and interacting through Microsoft Teams along with our 
wonderfully supportive parents ensuring students stay focused on their work. The most 
astonishing aspect of the last week is that it feels like we are all more of a community than ever. 
One overriding theme that has come out of recent weeks is the need for all of us to look after 
each other and I hope that as a member of the Maplesden Noakes community you all feel 
supported and cared for. We are here for each other and that is why I try to regularly make the 
point that we are moving forward together. 
 
We are determined to ensure that as many parts of school life as possible remain intact for our 
students, parents and staff and although we live in unprecedented times, familiarity is still 
possible. So, based on that approach, here is our Easter newsletter. It is filled with even more 
inspirational examples of what people can do when they are part of a strong school community 
and it shows that whatever the circumstance, Maplesden Noakes will always stand out as a 
unique and vibrant educational environment. 
 
I am so proud of everyone associated with our school and I hope you feel the same too. I hope 
all of you are safe and well and that you have an enjoyable and relaxing Easter break if you 
can. 
 
Mr Owen 
Headteacher 
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Year 11 
Although the year has finished in a way none of us ever anticipated, I hope you can use this 
time at home to reflect on how far you have come over the last 5 years. You have grown into 
respected and valued members of the Maidstone community and we know you will take what 
you have learned at Maplesden Noakes through to the next chapter of your life. 
 
On a personal note, I would like to thank each and every one of you for making my final year at 
Maplesden Noakes so memorable. As we all move on to the next phases of our lives, I wish 
you all every success in your future endeavours and I will see you at our postponed prom (date 
pending). 
 
From now until the end of the academic year, please contact Mr Davies with any Head of Year 
queries. 
 
All the best and stay safe. 
 
Ms Pope 
Head of Year 11 
 
Year 10 
Year 10 have continued to make good progress throughout this academic year. Home study 
throughout quarantine will prove make-or-break for the outcomes of many students. If young 
people can get into good habits with their home study when they’re 15, they will not only stand 
out in their GCSEs, but will develop fundamental skills for later in life, including but not limited to 
time management, workload prioritising and mental health welfare. 
 
In a recent assembly we discussed the forthcoming mock examinations, from which point there 
were 53 days, with only 32 of those being spent in school. Students spend approximately 20% 
of their time in school, so home study was always going to be a hugely important tool for their 
success. Mocks will still take place; however, they won’t necessarily be held on the dates we 
previously discussed. 
 
We are hugely privileged this year to have access to GCSEPod for students to access in their 
own time as their primary tool for revision. As I have mentioned before, revision is an ongoing 
process which should commence in Year 10 and be maintained for at least 5 cumulative hours 
per week for the next year. 
 
The students who focus the most on their studies outside of school will find the most success in 
their Year 11 exams. Students must begin to understand that home study is vital for success, 
and that their peers will mislead each other regarding the amount of time they have spent 
working. From September at the latest, I encourage you to set up a routine at home whereby 
revision becomes a regular part of the week. 
 
Assuming we return to school in a timely manner, we will be asking students to undertake Work 
Experience placements – information has been shared previously, and so I take this opportunity 
to remind everyone that placements do not find themselves and students must be proactive in 
their search for a worthwhile week. 
 
It goes without saying, but please remember to stay inside unless absolutely necessary whilst 
we are at home. 



   
 

   
 

 
Finally, I wish each and every student a fantastic Easter – it will be more important than ever to 
take a break this Easter – we look forward to having you back whenever we return, refreshed 
and ready for your mocks! 
 
Mr Davies 
Head of Year 10 
 
Year 9 
Where to start? Obviously, we are dealing with a strange set of circumstances in the current 
climate. However, I'm really proud of how well students in Year 9 have adapted, showing great 
resilience along the way! Despite this there are a number of news items that I would like to 
share with you: 
 
Attitude to Learning 
Firstly, we would like to congratulate all students who achieved high Attitude to Learning scores 
in Term 4. These results are taken from scores for classwork, class behaviour, homework 
quality and punctuality. Our top 10 performers in Year 9 were: 
 
Carmen Frewer 
Libby Rogers 
Shae Gumbrell 
Hannah Irving 
Rebekah Newell 
Thomas Cotton 
Ethan Kerr 
Jamie Sands 
Holly Sedden 
Sarah-Anne Voss 
 
Congratulations to these students who have worked incredibly hard across all their subjects, 
keep up the good work! 
 
Top Reward Earners 
Within Year 9 we have lots of students that are regularly receiving VAA’s for displaying 
confidence, collaboration, creativity, and many more. The current Form Group results are: 
 
9S – 696 
9E – 654 
9P – 552 
9A – 531 
9L – 514 
9M – 384 
 
Again, I would like to congratulate them on all the positive contributions that they are making 
across the school. Well done 9S and Ms Sullivan! 
 
Easter Egg Hunt 
This year, students were unable to complete our usual Easter egg hunt; however, we did 
manage to draw names out of a hat. Congratulations to those who won! 



   
 

   
 

 
Lastly, I would just like to thank all students and parents in Year 9 who are working so hard to 
support us and the community during these unprecedented times. Keep sending in the fantastic 
examples of work you are completing at home. 
 
Stay safe and remember to wash your hands! 
 
Mr Chapman 
Head of Year 9 
 
Year 8 
It has been a somewhat unusual end to what has been a really fantastic Spring term at 
Maplesden Noakes. 
 
During the last term, students have taken part in a wide variety of activities both in lessons and 
during enrichment sessions. We were lucky enough to have Kent Police’s ‘Is It Worth It?’ tour in 
school to perform to all students in Years 7 and 8; this roadshow aimed to get students to 
consider the choices they make online which seems even more poignant now, when such a 
large proportion of our lives has moved online. This roadshow is completely funded by Kent 
Police and if students have not already done so, it would be really fantastic if they could 
complete a feedback survey which can be found at: https://www.kent-pcc.gov.uk/what-we-
do/commissioning/other-services/is-it-worth-it-schools-tours/ 
 
Students have also taken part in a Careers Focus Day, whereby they completed a range of 
activities and met different employees from a variety of professions. Ms Mills put a lot of careful 
thought into the day to ensure it was as beneficial to students as possible. It was really 
wonderful to see all of the students engage in such a thoughtful and mature way. We received 
some fantastic feedback from our visitors to say how impressed they were with the year group! 
I know that our timeline for selecting option choices has changed due to recent events and as a 
school we really appreciate both the students and parents’ flexibility with this. I know from 
feedback from staff that Year 8 have been producing and submitting some exceptional work 
across all subject areas via Microsoft Teams. Please keep up the good work! 
 
As I am sure a number of you are aware, I will be having some time off work to go on maternity 
leave in May. While I am really excited about the new addition to my family, I really am going to 
miss all of the students in the year group who have never ceased to amaze me with their wit 
and charm! While I intend to be back at work in the not too distant future, it is really important 
that our students continue to be looked after. Mrs Mayos will support students, as she always 
has done, and she will be working alongside Mr Birchall, who will be taking over as Head of 
Year 8 in my absence. I know he is going to do an absolutely superb job and I wish him all the 
best! 
 
All that is left to say is that I wish you all a safe Easter holiday. 
 
Miss Bowes 
Head of Year 8 
 

  

https://www.kent-pcc.gov.uk/what-we-do/commissioning/other-services/is-it-worth-it-schools-tours/
https://www.kent-pcc.gov.uk/what-we-do/commissioning/other-services/is-it-worth-it-schools-tours/


   
 

   
 

Year 7 
Despite the unfortunate end to our Spring term, Year 7 have worked well during this time. 
 
Highlights of this term include the ‘Is It Worth It?’ interactive assembly from Kent Police. This 
assembly was based upon internet safety and behaviour. This is something that has been an 
ongoing discussion during my assemblies and form time activities. The roadshow assembly 
offered an engaging approach to serious situations and offered guidance to the students. It was 
a worthwhile experience which I trust the students learnt from. 
 
Another highlight was the activities which took place during Sports Relief. Students brought in 
cakes, took part in sports challenges during break time and over 100 lower school students 
took part in a dodgeball game during lunchtime! Whilst I am not sure of exact amount raised, I 
am certain everyone played their part in making this a successful day. 
 
My final message is a message of encouragement to all Year 7 students. Keep working hard 
and use your time wisely now we have entered into virtual/online leaning. Your teachers are 
determined to ensure, despite your physical absence from school, that this has minimal impact 
to your future learning and outcomes. But YOU are the best people to ensure you stay on track. 
This will happen if you continue to put in the effort. 
 
I hope everybody (parents too!) has an enjoyable and safe Easter. 
 
Mr Williams 
Head of Year 7 
 
Annual Production – Rock of Ages 
Since September, students have been attending rehearsals and have worked incredibly hard 
learning lines and working on songs and choreography for our show, Rock of Ages. 
 
After a full weekend rehearsal and dress rehearsal, it was time! On Tuesday 10th and 
Wednesday 11th March, students performed their high school version of Rock of Ages at the 
Hazlitt Theatre in Maidstone. Students showed great professionalism and absolutely rocked! 
We are extremely proud of the cast and incredibly grateful to staff that stepped in without any 
fuss and helped out. 
 
Thank you to all parents and carers who gave up their time bringing and collecting students 
from rehearsals. It was also lovely to see so many staff in the audience supporting the students, 
your time is very much appreciated and the students loved you being there. 
 
Once we are back at school, we will organise a ‘Movie Night’ where the cast will watch and 
appreciate the amazing performances we all got to see. Photos to follow, but for now this is a 
photo from the professional Rock of Ages workshop with West End Star Jodie Steele. 
 



   
 

   
 

 
 
We look forward to the next annual production! 
 
Mrs Fraser-Thompson, Miss Charsley, Mr Swift and Mr Kelly 
Performing Arts Department 
 
Cascade Dance School Championships 
On Saturday the 8th February, the School Dance Company competed at the Cascade Dance 
School Championships at West Kent College. 
 
It was a tough competition with schools and colleges from across Kent competing in a range of 
dance styles from contemporary all the way through to street dance. Some students have never 
danced in a competition before and this was a brand-new experience for them. One of our 
students won 1st place, and both group pieces came 2nd and 3rd and we came home with 
medals and trophies! 
 
Well done to everyone who competed! 
 

 
 



   
 

   
 

 
 

 
 
Both Mr Kelly and Mrs Fraser-Thompson are extremely proud of the girls and all the hard work 
that they have put in, and winning awards is testimony to this! We would like to say thank you to 
parents for their continued support with extended rehearsals and behind the scenes help. 
 
Mr Kelly 
Teacher of Dance 
 
Spirit of Try Angle Awards 
Every year, KCC hold the Spirit of Try Angle Awards. This gives local schools the opportunity to 
recognise and celebrate the personal achievements of students who go above and beyond to 
overcome adversities.  
 
Last academic year, the Sixth Form Team nominated Henry Luck. Henry moved from Aylesford 
School to join the Maplesden Noakes Sixth Form. Henry’s diagnosis of Autism presented him 
with additional challenges when settling into a new environment. Through his excellent work 
ethic, perseverance and positive outlook, Henry took these changes in his stride.  
 
Many students were nominated across the county and we are very proud to say that Henry won 
the Try Angle Award for his achievements. Henry has now progressed on to the University of 
Kent where he has already gained a position as an ambassador to represent the student body. 
Well done Henry! 
 



   
 

   
 

 
 
Mrs Griffin 
Student Manager for Sixth Form 
 
Health & Social Care 
All our Health & Social Care students have been busy working hard on completing their 
coursework. 
 
On the 7th February, my Year 9 and 11 students were involved in our fifth Dementia Café which 
was very well attended by the local community. It gave our students the opportunity to spend 
time with the elderly and hear about their life stories. 

 



   
 

   
 

Our Year 12 students took part in a careers workshop delivered by Canterbury University. 
Students were able to learn about different careers and participated in practical workshops. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish my Year 11 and Year 13 students all the best in their 
future opportunities. 
 
Mrs Jaffray 
Head of Health & Social Care 
 
 
 


