
Admission Appeal Generic Defence Statement 
Secondary School – The Maplesden Noakes School 

Admission Appeal for Year 7 in September 2023 
 

Published Admission Number for Year 7:   240 
 

Number of Applications received: 1,005 
 

How many places were offered on national offer day: 240 
 

 

Places Offered – (Please catalog oversubscription criteria along with 
the numbers allocated on National offer day for each catalog.  If the 
numbers in each individual catalog is below 5, please state <5 (so 
individual children cannot be identified ) 

Numbers 

EHCP <5 

Current/previous Local Authority Care (LAC) Student <5 

Sibling Link 65 

Children of staff permanently employed at the school 6 

Distance to school 164 

  

Total number of pupils offered a place; 240 

 
The last child allocated has a distance of 2.152 miles from the school. 

 
 

Please set out below the reasons why to admit additional children would 
prejudice the provision of effective education or efficient use of resources.  What 
are the implications for the school in delivering the curriculum if additional 
children were offered a place?  
 
What resources would be pressured, what is the current situation with staffing, 
perhaps detail deadlines for being able to employ staff members etc.  
 
 In terms of space, what are your current class sizes (diagrams can be provided), 
how do you organize year 7, are there pinch points in terms of Science labs, 
computers etc.  
 
Are there issues with corridor sizes, are lunch breaks staggered.  What do your 
other year groups look like, when the year 7 moves up if the panel were minded 
to put additional students in, what issues would that cause either moving up or 
for future years.   
 
Additional information: 
 

• Please provide details of the School Capacity; 

• Number of pupils on role in each year group; 

• Number of teaching groups for the year 7; and  

• How the school organizes its classes   



• Room sizes being taught in 
 

 

Since September 2005 the school’s planned admission number (PAN) has been 180 
students per year group in the main school. Our net capacity has been 1064 (900 in 
main school plus students in years 12 and 13) and this figure takes account of: 

• The teaching space in the school 

• The size, purpose and intensity of use of each space 

• The number of teaching staff/resources 

• Other local schools and their planned admission numbers 
 
In September 2021 our new build was completed and our net capacity increased to 
1500 (1200 students in Years 7 – 11 plus 300 in our sixth form) with our PAN 
increasing to 240 students. 
 

Whilst the Governors and I are sympathetic to your appeal, I hope you can appreciate 
that this year group is oversubscribed and that there are simply not enough classrooms 
and specialist accommodation to admit any more students. KCC have asked the school 
to take additional students over the past few years and as a result the PAN has now 
increased to 240 students. This means that additional students being added to our roll 
by an Appeals Committee where it is assumed that we initially have more space, would 
be disastrous for us as these additional students would end up being ‘on top’ of the 240 
each year going forward.  

Our utilisation of rooms is very high; we do not have spare capacity in the school, or 
the funding for additional buildings. The building work recently completed allows for the 
PAN of 240 and we have no room beyond this. These students will be organised into 8 
classes each having 30 students. The vast majority of teaching will take place in these 
groups. Increasing our number to beyond our PAN creates a situation where we have 
more students than our buildings are designed for. The school would be beyond 
capacity! The school is already large, and more students would create a serious 
safeguarding issue due to lack of space, inappropriate stairwells and an inability to 
properly supervise a population of students larger than the school’s capacity. 

We currently have 100 students on the AEN register who will require additional support 
and resources. All of these students have a variety of needs, many of which are 
complex and as such require additional support and resources. If more students were 
admitted to the year group it would have a significant detrimental impact on the 
teaching and learning of those students who have currently been allocated a place with 
us and those students who already attend the school.  

We are particularly concerned about specialist Technology and Science rooms. 
Technology rooms were designed for 23 students and numbers above this cause real 
danger, particularly in Resistant Materials rooms and the Food Room as these contain 
heavy cutting equipment and ovens. We are also extremely concerned that additional 
students would cause a health and safety issue in Science. Science rooms are 
particularly dangerous with chemicals involved in practicals becoming impossible to 
use safely should the school be directed to take more students. This would mean that 
an essential part of the Science curriculum would become unobtainable to students in 



Year 7. Additional students added to this year group will pose a real danger to the 
health and safety of all students and we would have to take measures that would 
involve a lack of access to the curriculum culminating in a poor education. We simply 
cannot continue to take more students without a serious risk to the welfare and 
personal safety of everyone in the school.  

There is a high risk that an increase in numbers beyond our PAN will narrow the 
curriculum for students. The school cannot afford to employ additional teachers running 
small groups meaning that GCSE option choices in Year 10 will rapidly fill up and 
students will not be able to access courses that are full. This would mean that the 
school would be failing in its duty as described in the Ofsted framework in which a wide 
curriculum is essential for students to achieve a fair and comprehensive education. 

We are also concerned that other year groups are oversubscribed or full.  In 
September 2023 our numbers for the main school will be: 

Year 7  240 
Year 8  240 
Year 9  240 
Year 10 210 
Year 11 210 

Adding more students will impact on the management of students through stairwells 
and corridors. There is a very real concern that Health and Safety will be compromised 
should the school be directed to take additional students on appeal.  

For information, in the event of over subscription, the following criteria are used in 
priority order:  

a) Where the student is in local authority care or previously in Local 
Authority Care.  A ‘looked after child’ is a child who is (a) in the care of a 
local authority, or (b) being provided with accommodation by a local 
authority in the exercise of their social services functions (see the 
definition in Section 22(1) of the Children Act 1989) at the time of making 
an application to a school. 
 
A previously looked after child means such children who were adopted 
(or subject to child arrangement orders or special guardianship orders) 
immediately following having been looked after and those children who 
appear to the admission authority to have been in state care outside of 
England and ceased to be in state care as a result of being adopted. 
 
A child is regarded as having been in state care outside of England if they 
were in the care of or were accommodated by a public authority, a 
religious organisation, or any other provider of care whose sole or main 
purpose is to benefit society. 
 

b) Sibling link: where a brother or sister attends the school when the child 
starts.  In this context brother or sister means children who live as brother 
and sister in the same house, including natural brothers and sisters, 
adopted siblings, stepbrothers or sisters and foster brothers and sisters. 
 

c) Children of staff permanently employed directly by The Maplesden 



Noakes School in either or both of the following circumstances: 

• Where the member of staff has been employed at the school for 
two or more years at the time the application for admission to the 
school is made, and/or 

• The member of staff is recruited to fill a vacant post for which there 
is a demonstrable skill shortage. 
 

d) Proximity of the student's permanent residence to Maplesden Noakes 
School, measured in a straight line using National Land and Property 
Gazetteer (NLPG) address point data, with those living nearest being 
accorded the highest priority.  The school uses measurements provided 
by the Local Authority to calculate this distance.  Distances are measured 
from a point defined as within the child’s home to a point defined as within 
the school as specified by NLPG.  The same address point on the school 
site is used for everybody. 

 
If the last pupil to be offered a place within the Maplesden Noakes 
School’s published admission number (PAN) is a multiple birth or same 
cohort sibling, any further sibling will be admitted, if the parents so wish, 
even though this may raise the intake number above the school’s PAN.  
The PAN will remain unchanged so that no other pupil will be admitted 
until a place becomes available within the PAN.  In the unlikely event that 
two or more children in all other ways have equal eligibility for the last 
available place at the school, the names will be issued a number and 
drawn randomly to decide which child should be given the place. 

 

 
 
 
Please be advised that each parent who lodges an appeal will have a 
personalised defence statement forwarded to them as part of their case papers 
 
Completed by:  Richard Owen, Headteacher  _   Date: 27.02.2023 

 


