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Update from Mr R Owen, Headteacher
As you can see from the wealth  
of wonderful work included in this 
newsletter, we are not letting the 
second lockdown hold us back! It is so 
important for us to maintain our energy 
and remain positive and I hope that 
Maplesden continues to be a beacon 
of light for everyone that is part of our 
wonderful community. 

I have noticed over the last year that a 
number of parents and colleagues have 
started to use the term ‘Maplesden Family’ 
to describe our school community. I am 
incredibly proud that we view ourselves 
in this way and that, particularly through 
these difficult times, we are all here for 
each other. I noticed an advert on the 
television recently which stated, ‘you are 
not alone’. This is easily said but we can 
all be proud of the fact that if you are part 
of our Maplesden community, you are 
genuinely part of a support network and  
we are all here for each other.

Once again, I am so proud of our students. 
The work continues to be of the very 
highest standard and none of this would 
be possible without the endless patience, 
energy and support of all our parents and 
carers.

On Friday 12th February we break up for 
our February half term holiday. We will 
return to online learning on Monday 22nd 
February with lesson times following the 
current timings. The government’s planned 
date for some kind of return to on-site, face 
to face learning is March 8th, although no 
plans have been released regarding how 
this is going to work. I will of course keep 
everyone informed as soon as I know 
more. 

We continue to wait for government 
direction regarding the cancelled Year 11 
and Year 13 exams. The message from 
me remains the same: 

Year 11 and Year 13 keep working hard 
and engaging with your teachers as the 
work you produce now is likely to be crucial 
in counting towards your final grade.

Please do enjoy our latest newsletter and 
I hope you and your families remain safe 
and well.

Best wishes

Mr R Owen
Headteacher

‘‘ ‘‘
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Graphics Department

Year 11
The end of the 9 week rotation in  
KS3 Graphics saw some excellent  
final pieces being handed in. I am  
very proud of the fantastic effort  
being put in.

Miss G Booth
Teacher of Graphics
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English Department
One of our Year 9 students produced 
this startling piece of writing. The task 
was to create 3 different situations 
where emotion was emphasised by the 
weather, and I’m sure you can agree 
that this is astonishing!

The sun beamed in the diamond blue sky. 
On a private jet to Hawaii, the young girls 
inside shrieked in excitement. They had 
been dreaming of this day for a while, and 
the day finally came. Toni stared at the view 
through the window, seeing the deep blue 
ocean below, and an isolated island, stood 
tranquilly, like the barren roads at night. A 
flight attendant walked towards her, giving 
her a chocolate cake, which she immediately 
devoured. The energy in the small aircraft 
was electrifying, it was as if it was Christmas 
morning; their spirits were high. 

Nothing lasts forever, however. Not 
happiness, excitement, or life. Everything 
was fine, in fact better than fine. That was 
before, though, before their jet had crashed, 
along with their dreams. Now they’re here, 
singing to their dead friend as they bury 
her. When it crashed, they all clung onto 
each other, praying they would all make it 
out alive, but just like their dreams, their 
prayers didn’t succeed. Janette was dead, 
and they are probably next, their possibilities 

of surviving on this stranded island were 
slim to none. Unfortunately, lightning struck, 
followed by a deafening sound of thunder. 
The beautiful blue sky had turned into a grey, 
melancholy pit of endless sadness, and they 
were now sat on charcoal sand, all wishing 
this were all just a wicked dream.

I watched as the cold snow dropped onto the 
icy grass. After the incident, I haven’t felt the 
same- I haven’t felt. My life was ordinary, a 
mum and dad, a functional family; everything 
was simple. When the accident occurred, 
I blacked out. I don’t remember anything, I 
guess it’s a defence mechanism, blocking 
me from remembering the day everything 
changed. Ever since that day, I feel like I’ve 
been thrown into a deep never-ending hole 
of numbness. I glanced down at my notepad, 
where I transfer my chaotic and traumatic 
thoughts into dark, random sketches. I was 
sat on the windowsill and looked back at 
the snow. Flashbacks attacked me, and I 
remember the time when the cold, numbing 
snow was at my fingertips, and I aimed it 
towards my dad. Cheery laughter escaped 
my mouth. I closed my eyes, attempting to 
pull myself out of the memory.

Robotic sounds surrounded the world all 
over. I felt the wind brush past me as I ran 
towards my bunker. The robots were meant 

to help, but they went on a rampage, killing 
everyone they saw. I thought back to the time 
when they first went haywire, 2 hours ago, 
and they took my sister – my best friend. 
I observed the outside world once more, 
seeing the dark, gloomy clouds in the sky 
and the strong wind blowing what was left 
away, before shutting the door. Inside was a 
concrete bunker, with canned food stashed 
away. I could survive unless they find me and 
raid my bunker. 

The moon shined in the sky, the stars 
twinkling up above. We walked through the 
dark forest, not much could be seen through 
the thick cloudy mist. We were headed 
towards the supposedly haunted house, as 
it was Halloween night, we had to celebrate 
it. We finally arrived, seeing a house filled 
with vines, and shattered pieces of glass on 
the floor. Goosebumps appeared all over 
my body as we entered the abandoned 
house. Cold chills went down my spine 
when I looked at the place, cobwebs, glass, 
and graffiti on the walls. Stepping forwards, 
all that was heard was creaky floorboards. 
Suddenly, a scream could be heard from 
afar. Petrified faces glanced towards each 
other, we needed to leave. 

Mrs C Austin-Macrae
Teacher of English
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Art Department
This term Year 7 have been continuing 
with their project on Birds, Bugs and 
Animals by drawing some amazing 
Beetles and Spiders. 

The learning objective was to show their 
understanding of tone and mark-making 
to help their bugs appear realistic – these 
specimens certainly look hairy and a little 
scary! Well done to all Year 7’s for their 
fantastic drawings, the Art Department 
really love your work. 
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PE Department

8 Peak Challenge
Can students conquer one of the 
8 UK mountains? In Core PE, we 
have set students a challenge until 
half term, to see if they can ‘climb’ 
the equivalent of the height of a UK 
mountain. 

Students have been given a variety of 
options for their exercise and should 
record the distance walked, stairs 
climbed or circuits completed during 
their lesson and upload their evidence 
to their posted assignments. Students 
are also more than welcome to include 
any additional exercise into their totals. 

Due to the national lockdown rules, 
we are aware of the need to remain at 
home, but exercise can be taken inside 
and government guidelines permit one 
period of exercise outside per day. 

Please feel free to get 
involved as a family 
and let us know how 
you get on.

Virtual Rowing Competition  
Last term Maplesden Noakes students 
were given the opportunity to compete 
in the Kent School Games Virtual 
rowing competition. Each year bubble 
was allocated a specific training slot to 
develop their rowing technique and then 
students competed against their peers 
over a set time/distance:

Year 7  2 minutes
Year 8  3 minutes
Year 9  4 minutes
Year 10  5 minutes
Year 12 2000m
 
Huge congratulations to all of the 
students who took part in this event. 
The 10 scores will be awarded Inter 
House points in the near future.

County Final placings were as follows:
 2nd Place - Year 7 Boys  

Relay Team
 1st Place 6th Form Boys  

individual event
 3rd Place 6th Form Boys  

individual event
 1st Place 6th Form Girls  

individual event
 2nd Place 6th Form Girls  

individual event
We are really proud of the students 
that took part and to have some county 
champions from the school community. 
With the talent and enthusiasm, we 
have seen from the pupils this year we 
are very excited to see what next year’s 
rowing competition will bring for the 
students at Maplesden Noakes!
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PE Department - Cont.

Virtual Extra-Curricular Clubs
Every Monday, the PE Department have 
been posting links to a virtual Box Fit club. 
Please continue to encourage your son/
daughter to get involved, learn the basic 
boxing skills whilst getting fit and having fun!

We have also been fortunate to gain 
funding for a block of virtual yoga 
sessions which we will be posting  
as a new extra-curricular club from 
the start of Term 4. 

Yoga has so many great benefits. 
Physically, yoga builds strength and 
core stability, increases flexibility, 
coordination and balance. Mentally, 
yoga enhances positive moods, creates 
mental calmness and reduces stress, 
anxiety and depression. In addition to all 
of these benefits, yoga is also great fun! 
Please encourage your son/daughter to 
get involved.

Yoga


