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Homework is any work or activity which students are asked to do outside lesson time either on 
their own or with parents or carers. 
The purpose of homework is to 

 encourage students to develop the confidence and self-discipline to work on their own, an 
essential skill for adult life 

 consolidate and reinforce skills and understanding 

 extend school learning, for example through additional reading 

 enable students to devote time to particular demands such as GCSE coursework or project 
work 

 
Homework will be differentiated where necessary to take into account individual needs.  
 
It is important that students should have frequent and increasing opportunities to develop 
and consolidate their skills as independent learners. 
 
The amount of homework 
Students need to learn to manage their time so that they do some homework each evening. 
(Departmental Homework Policies are available on the School Website.) Teachers will rarely set 
homework to be completed for the next day, but should give students at least two days to 
complete the homework. The time devoted to homework will increase as the student progresses 
through the school. 
 

 Students in Years 7-8 should have two 30 minute homeworks per fortnight in core subjects, 
and one 30 minute homework per fortnight in Foundation subjects 

 Students in years 9, 10, 11 should have two hour subject homeworks per fortnight, apart 
from non-core subjects   

 Students in Years 12 and 13 are expected to devote approximately five hours per week 
outside lessons to each subject.  

In addition, students are encouraged to read as widely as possible around their chosen subjects to 
broaden their knowledge, guided by their subject teacher. 
Homework timetables will be issued at the start of the academic year to students in year 7 – 11. 
They will also be available on the school website.  
Staff must record all homework using the My Homework website, as this enables parents to 
support their son/daughter in this part of their learning. 
 
Types of homework 
Homework might include such things as: 
1. Writing assignments. 
2. Learning assignments. 
3. Preparing an oral presentation. 
4. Reading in preparation for a lesson. 
5. Finding out information/researching a project. 
 
Organisation of homework 
All students have a Planner which they should carry with them at all times to record their 
homework. Tutors and parents/carers are asked to check and sign these on a fortnightly basis. 
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Non-completion of homework 
When homework has not been done, appropriate action will be taken by the department. This 
could include a breaktime, lunchtime or an after-school detention. Parents/carers should receive 
at least twenty-four hours’ notice in writing, of the after-school detention. However, in 
exceptional circumstances, telephone contact may be made on the day of the detention. After 
school detentions for non- completion of homework will last no longer than one hour. 
Please see the Homework Monitoring document for full details of procedures. 
 
Department responsibilities 
The subject teacher is responsible for setting appropriate homework, ensuring it is recorded in 
student planners and marking it regularly.  Subject Leaders are responsible for ensuring that all 
teachers in their department are setting appropriate homework regularly and marking it.  
 
Parents’/Carers’ role in homework 

 Parents/carers should try and provide a reasonable place where students can work or 
encourage them to make use of the school’s facilities (eg through Homework Club) 

 Parents should use the ShowMyHomework link on the school website to check what 
homework has been set 

 Parents/carers should encourage students to meet homework deadlines 

 Parents/carers should make it clear to students that they value homework and support the 
school in explaining how it can help them to progress. 

 
Students’ responsibilities 

 Students should always carry their Personal Organisers with them. 

 Students should record the homework set in their planner 

 Students should use the ShowMyHomework website to support the completion of their 
work 

 Students need to accept that deadlines must be kept 

 If students are absent, they need to find out what work has been missed and catch up on 
it. 

Being away on the day that homework is set is not an excuse for not doing it. 
 
It is important that any problems with homework should be resolved before the deadline. If 
necessary, students should see the member of staff concerned for help. Lastly, students should 
take a pride in doing their best for their homework and teachers should value the contribution it 
makes to student learning. 
 

 


