
 
 

Maplesden Noakes School Myth Busters: True or False? 
 

 Certain schools are saying if you don’t put them as first choice, they will not accept you on 
appeal. Is this true? False 
 
Schools do not have this level of control. Schools do not see who has put them as first, second 
or third choice. This is all processed confidentially by the local authority. 
 

 If I don’t put Maplesden as first choice my child is not guaranteed to get a place because of 
oversubscription, is this true? Highly likely.  
 
It is very likely this year! The school is more popular than ever so we are expecting a high 
number of applications. It is sensible not to risk it. If you like what you see at Maplesden, it is 
best to put us as first choice. 
 

 I’ve heard there is no point applying to Maplesden because we live too far away, is this 
true? False 
 
Remember, we are now taking on an extra 60 students, compared to a few years ago, 
meaning students living further away will be given a place. We have students from as far 
away as West Malling, Medway, Loose and Detling. Don’t let distance put you off! If you 
want your child to come to Maplesden, put us as first choice. 
 

 If on March 1st, I find my child has not got in to Maplesden, I’ve heard I stand a chance via 
the appeal process or your waiting list. Is this true?  True 
 
The appeals process takes place in May and June at which point some students find that their 
appeals into grammar schools have been successful and we sometimes have spaces that 
were not available before. This means that the safe action is to appeal and return the KCC 
form in order to be placed on our waiting list. Because the appeals process takes place in 
May, it’s important to get on the waiting list, as you may get your child in to Maplesden 
sooner. If you discover on the 1st March that your child has not got a place with us, it is 
important to contact us straight away. The waiting list is prioritised using our 
oversubscription criteria. 
 

 Maplesden’s exam results are consistently high. True 
 
Our results are very good indeed! We are particularly proud of our students as despite all the 
disruption and challenges of COVID, they achieved record breaking results both at GCSE and 
A Level.  
 
Examples of Maplesden GCSE 9-4 (old A*-C) in subjects: 
 
English: 80%, Maths: 66%, Combined (Double) Science: 65%, Business: 70%, History: 71%, 
Art: 98%, French (4+ and 5+): 100%, Spanish (4+ and 5+): 100%, Religious Studies (4+ and 
5+): 100%, PE: 96%, BTEC Health and Social Care: 75%, Vocational PE: 88%.  
 

We are so proud of our students and our Maplesden Family. 


