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Dear Students,
Welcome to Key Stage 4!   
As you know, we want 
every student at Maplesden 
to be given the best set 
of opportunities and to 
feel supported throughout 
their time at school. The 
decisions that you will be 

making over the next few months about your future 
need a lot of careful consideration and we want 
to make sure that you are given every possible 
opportunity to make the right choice with the right 
advice. Making decisions about your future can 
be stressful but with our support you don’t need to 
worry. We want Year 10 and Year 11 to be exciting 
and motivational and with our help you can look 
forward to a fantastic Key Stage 4 at Maplesden. 

Please take the time to look through this book 
carefully and ask if there is anything you don’t 
understand. Don’t feel that you need to rush into 
making any decisions yet. The more time you take, 
the more likely you are to choose wisely. We hope 
that the taster subjects that you have had in Year 9 
this year will have helped you to make an informed 
choice and of course, we will be giving you the 
opportunity to discuss your subjects choice with 
your teachers over the coming weeks and months.  

Good luck and remember we are going to be 
supporting you all the way. 

Welcome to Key Stage 4

Richard Owen
Headteacher 

Core Subjects



Core SubjectsCore Subjects
76

Course Content 
GCSE English Language will allow you to develop 
your ability to use English in real life contexts and 
uses an investigative and analytical approach to 
Language topics based on personal experience. 
You will take English Language alongside English 
Literature in years 10-11, with all elements being 
examined in year 11. 

The English Language course will extend your 
writing skills and teach you how to write for a 
different range of purposes and audiences, 
including fiction and non-fiction. You will also 
develop the accuracy of your written English during 
these two years. 

Speaking and Listening will be awarded a separate 
accreditation of ‘Pass’, ‘Merit’ or ‘Distinction’. You 
will research, plan and write a short talk on a 
subject that you are interested in and this will be 
recorded and assessed.

For GCSE English Literature, you will study a 
range of whole texts of different genres from both 
Contemporary and Literary Heritage writers. You 
will study a 19th century novel (for example ‘A 
Christmas Carol’), a selection of poetry (ranging 
from Robert Browning’s ‘My Last Duchess to Carol 
Anne Duffy’s ‘War Photographer’), and a range of 
unseen poems that allow you to show your ability 
to analyse any poem. You will also study a whole 
Shakespeare play, and a modern play to develop 
your understanding drama texts.  

 

Examinations 
English Language  
Paper 1: 1 hour 45 minutes  
Questions 1-4: you will be assessed on your ability 
to analyse and evaluate the effects of language in 
an unseen extract.  

Question 5: you will write your own piece of 
creative writing using a visual stimulus 

Paper 2: 1 hour 45 minutes  
Questions 1-4: you will be assessed on your ability 
to synthesise information and analyse how different 
writers convey their attitudes in two unseen non-
fiction texts.  

Question 5: you will write a piece conveying 
your own attitudes for a given audience, form and 
purpose.

English Literature 
Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th-century 
novel - 1 hour 45 minutes
A:  a response to a Shakespeare play 

B: a response to a 19th century novel 

Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry -  
2 hours 15 minutes 
A: a response to a modern text, for example  
 ‘An Inspector Calls’  

B:  a response comparing two poems from the   
 AQA Anthology; 

C:  a response to a previously unseen poem; 

D:  a comparison of two unseen poems 

How will I be taught? 
The study of English is the study of all kinds of 
ideas and views and how they are expressed in 
language, so you will spend a lot of your time with 
different kinds of text, exploring their meanings and 
their attempts to move or manipulate you. Then 
you will present your own analysis, your own views, 
or your own attempts to move or manipulate your 
audience.

What skills are required and  
what skills will I develop? 
First and foremost you will develop your analytical 
skills in reading and writing. You will practise how 
to explore the language in a wide variety of texts, 
and explore the possible effects. Your teacher will 
show you how to structure your ideas, how to build 
arguments and develop your ideas fully. You will 
also learn how to integrate and examine evidence - 
a process you should find exciting and empowering. 

Your teacher will also encourage you to make 
your prose as effective and accurate as possible. 
You will be given time to think for yourself, and the 
tools you need to be able to express your ideas 
effectively. The more independent you become, 
the more you will enjoy the course and flourish in 
all subjects. You will also have many chances to 
discuss ideas and issues that arise from reading 
texts. You will be asked to work in pairs and groups 
in class and your ability to work collaboratively. It is 
important that you develop your ability to read, write 
and speak in formal Standard English as it is an 
important skill in future life. 

Where can English lead? 
The ability to use and understand language and 
how it can affect people is an essential life skill as 
well as a requirement for most career paths.  

It is also considered to be a gateway subject that 
gives you a competitive edge for any path or route 
that you wish to take once you have completed 
your GCSE. English Language and Literature are 
both academic subjects that are highly regarded in 
all professions and job-roles.  

 

 

 

 

AQA English Language
and English Literature

Dany Porter 
Head of English

Exam Board:  Edexcel
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Course Content 
 Number  

 Algebra  

 Ratio, proportion and rates of change  

 Geometry and measures  

 Probability  

 Statistics 

Examination
Paper 1:  
Non Calculator  1 hour 30 min  33⅓% 

Paper 2:  
Calculator  1 hour 30 min  33⅓% 

Paper 3:  
Calculator  1 hour 30 min  33⅓%

Controlled Assessment
No controlled assessment

Coursework Information 
No coursework  

 

How will I be taught? 
You will be taught using a range of formal and 
informal methods, through demonstration as well 
as collaborative work. You will learn techniques to 
help you with problem solving. We will want you to 
have the courage to try alternative approaches and 
the determination to see them through. You will be 
taught to see beyond the single-stage problems 
that lie at the heart of much of the mathematics 
covered pre- GCSE, hence the need for both 
independent and group work. The course will show 
you how many apparently disparate topics are 
interconnected as you use your problem-solving 
skills to tackle multi-stage challenges.

What skills are required and  
what skills will I develop?
Mathematics is a logical, problem solving subject 
and you will need patience and perseverance. 
However, you will develop logical thinking, 
visualisation, estimation and approximation  
skills as well as the ability to problem solve. 

Where can mathematics lead? 
At a practical level, mathematics GCSE at grade 
4 or better is regarded by employers as a key 
qualification for many jobs and increasingly tests  
of mathematics or logic are included in the interview 
and selection process. It is also a requirement for 
most degree courses, is a crucial stepping stone 
to studying mathematics in the Sixth Form and is 
fundamental for entry into careers in engineering 
and computing, most sciences and much of the 
world of business, insurance and finance.

GCSE Mathematics 1MA1
Exam Board:  Edexcel

Penny Neeve
Head of Mathematics 

Core Subjects



Claire Ridout 
Head of Science 

Non Core Subjects

Exam Board:  Edexcel Pearson

Course Content 
	Biology 1  

	Biology 2 

	Chemistry 1  

	Chemistry 2 

	Physics 1  

	Physics 2

Examination 
Each exam is 60 marks  

Biology 1  1hr 10 
Biology 2  1hr 10 
Chemistry 1  1hr 10 
Chemistry 2  1hr 10 
Physics 1  1hr 10 
Physics 2  1hr 10 

Controlled Assessment 
N/A 

Coursework Information 
N/A 

How will I be taught? 
	Practicals 

	Modelling  

	Didactic teaching  

	Investigations 

All students will be issued an active learn username 
and password – this will allow them to access 
resources set by their teacher and give them the 
opportunity to be independent learners. The core 
text book is also available through active learn 

What skills are required and  
what skills will I develop? 
	Maths skills 

	Problem solving skills 

	Practical skills through  

	Independent study skills 

Where can combined science lead? 
	BTEC level 3 science 

	BTEC level 3 forensic science  

	A Level Sciences  

	Medicine 

	Nursing  

	Environmental science  

	Physiotherapy 

GCSE Combined Science

10
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Non Core Subjects   

Course Content 
This is a 2 year qualification divided into 2 units. 

	Coursework (including mock exam) 

	Exam 

First is the ‘personal portfolio’ (coursework) 
which comprises 60% of the overall mark. This is 
essentially a coursework portfolio created in the 
classroom. The second unit is the Externally Set 
Assignment (ESA) or exam unit making up the 
remaining 40% of the mark. The ESA is a 14 week 
study block of preparation, culminating in a ten hour 
timed test in Year 11. 

Examination 
The exam (ESA) is set externally by the Exam 
Board (AQA). The students choose from one 
of about six starting points, and develop an 
investigation over 14 weeks. Evidence is produced 
(in sketchbooks) of research, practical outcomes 
and experimentation leading to a personal and 
meaningful response. The final outcome is 
produced over two full days (10hrs) and candidates 
can use any appropriate media, method or 
materials. 

Coursework Information 
Coursework is developed right from the start of 
Year 10. We have two main coursework themes 
and then use a ‘mock exam’ experience at the end 
of Year 10 to develop a third coursework outcome.  
At present these themes are: 

	Portraiture 

	Abstract Still Life 

	Mock Exam 

 

All students will be encouraged to work in a very 
broad range of media, materials and techniques. 
From clay sculpture to digital media, photography 
to printmaking, our department has facilities that 
give students a fantastic opportunity to explore and 
experiment in very many ways. 

How will I be taught? 
We begin Year 10 with the Portrait project. This is 
a very ‘teacher lead’ project that explores materials 
and techniques, building basic skills and developing 
understanding as a whole class group. However 
as we move through the second project (Abstract) 
into the mock exam students are increasingly 
encouraged to become independent and develop 
work that is personal and meaningful. This 
independence is key to success in the final Exam.  

In Art we really strive to make the students 
active participants in their education not passive 
recipients.  

What skills are required and  
what skills will I develop? 
Some ability to record from direct observation 
is an advantage but the primary requirement is 
enthusiasm, and a willingness to experiment and 
take risks.  

We work hard to develop good drawing skills 
throughout the course as this is fundamental.  
We work with a range of materials and media and 
develop skills in recording in many ways both 2D 
and 3D. 

Developing these skills will also help students 
develop visual communication skills that in 
turn help them develop emotional and physical 
understanding. Communicating ideas visually 
in becoming increasingly important, but also 
understanding and interpreting others work is  
a key skill developed during the course.

GCSE Art and Design
Exam Board:  AQA

Mr T Hedger 
Head of Art & Design 

Where can GCSE Art & Design lead? 
Absolutely anywhere! Britain still leads the world in 
the creative arts. It is no accident that we have the 
best creative minds in the world as it stems from 
the most comprehensive art education in the world. 
The visual arts are the broadest and most colourful 
field of employment that exists. A good grade at 
GCSE can lead the way to an art A Level and 
then to a place at university. Many of our students 
from the past have continued into careers in, for 
example; Fine Art, Photography, Architecture Film, 
Printmaking, Graphics, Fashion and Textiles.  

Developing both practical and analytical 
understanding of visual media is a big advantage  
in almost any future course or employment. For any 
specific information regarding the AQA Art course, 
please refer to their web site and go to GCSE -  
Art and Design. 
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Non Core Subjects   

Where can GCSE  
Business Studies lead? 
This qualification in business will: 

 enable students to understand more about  
 the business world 

 motivate and challenge students, and prepare   
 them to make informed decisions about further   
 study and career pathways. 

Students can progress from this qualification to 
a number of different academic and vocational 
qualifications at Level 3, including GCEs in 
Business, History, Geography, Economics and 
Psychology and BTEC Nationals in Business. 

The knowledge and skills gained from GCSE 
Business support students’ entry into employment 
or other training in specific aspects of business, 
such as apprenticeships and vocational 
qualifications which focus on more specialised 
business areas.

GCSE Business provides a strong foundation for 
employment, with students progressing, with further 
training, to a wide range of careers training such as 
banking, sales, product management and general 
management. 

Course Content
Theme 1: Investigating small business  

 Theme 1 comprises five topic areas. 
	Topic 1.1 Enterprise and entrepreneurship 
	Topic 1.2 Spotting a business opportunity 
	Topic 1.3 Putting a business idea into    
 practice 
	Topic 1.4 Making the business effective 
	Topic 1.5 Understanding external influences   
 on business 

Theme 2: Building a business 

	Theme 2 comprises five topic areas. 
	Topic 2.1 Growing the business 
	Topic 2.2 Making marketing decisions 
	Topic 2.3 Making operational decisions 
	Topic 2.4 Making financial decisions 
	Topic 2.5 Making human resource decisions 

Examination 
Theme 1: Investigating small business   
Written examination: 1 hour and 30 minutes  
50% of the qualification

Theme 2: Building a business   
Written examination: 1 hour and 30 minutes  
50% of the qualification 

Controlled Assessment 
N/A 

Coursework Information
N/A

How will I be taught? 
You will participate in discussions of business 
ideas in various case study contexts, as well 
as in relation to the changing business and 
economic environment. There will be opportunity 
for independent research into your preferred 
areas of business interest, as well as more formal 
teacher-led lessons and guided work on conceptual 
knowledge. There is much scope for use of 
multimedia resources to investigate the ever-
changing business world. 

What skills are required and  
what skills will I develop? 
The main aims of the syllabus are to develop a 
knowledge and understanding of the business 
environment whilst developing skills such as 
numeracy and literacy in order to present and 
interpret information. In addition, the course aims 
to develop effective use of relevant terminology, 
concepts and methods and recognise strengths 
and weaknesses of ideas used. The examination 
papers test business knowledge, comprehension  
of business concepts, analysis and evaluation,  
with greater emphasis on the last. 

GCSE Business Studies

Mrs K Noble  
Head of Business  

Exam Board:  Edexcel



Non Core Subjects
16

Non Core Subjects   

Course Content
	The course is comprised of 7 units: 
	Fundamentals of algorithms 
	Programming 
	Fundamentals of data representation 
	Computer systems 
	Fundamentals of computer networks 
	Cyber Security 
	Relational databases and structured query   
 language (SQL) 
	Ethical, legal and environmental impacts of   
 digital technology on wider society, including  
 issues of privacy 

Examination 
50% Paper 1: Computational thinking and 
programming skills (Units 1 & 2).  

50% Paper 2: Computing concepts (Units 3-8). 

How will I be taught? 
Computer Science will provide you with an 
entry-level understanding of programming in 
Python, one of the world’s most popular and 
diverse programming languages, as well as a 
solid understanding of a number of aspects of 
computing technology. You will begin by learning 
about the fundamental constructs present in all 
programming languages, alongside techniques 
for how to approach the solving of problems, and 
how these techniques apply to the creation of 
functioning computer programs. Like any language, 
programming requires practice and perseverance, 
and you will regularly practice these skills in lesson, 
alongside your study of the computing theory units.

What skills are required and  
what skills will I develop? 
This course will teach you the concepts and 
constructs of programming, both through theory and 
practical programming in Python. These concepts 
are applicable to all programming languages, 
meaning what you learn at GCSE will be a gateway 
to learning additional programming languages 
in the future. As well as this, you will learn how 
computers and computing technology operate 
on a fundamental level, covering topics including 
the function of specific computing hardware 
and software, how computers communicate via 
networking and how we can use computers to 
interpret and represent various types of data.

Computer Science requires a resilient mindset, one 
that does not shy away from things not working 
straight away. With programming in particular, 
things will go wrong, over and over and over again. 
There will be lots of initial frustration, lots of trial-
and-error, and occasionally total befuddlement, but 
when you push through all this and finally wind up 
with a working program, the sense of achievement 
is incredibly rewarding. If you enjoy solving 
problems and find satisfaction in getting things to 
work, you’ll enjoy Computer Science. In addition to 
this, curiosity and inquisitiveness will also be great 
assets when it comes to learning about the theory 
of computer science. 

Where can Computer Science lead? 
Computer Science is arguably one of the fastest 
growing fields today. The careers Computer 
Science can lead to are incredibly diverse, ranging 
from software and games development, to film 
production, medicine, aeronautics, forensics, 
architecture and more. Your understanding of 
Python and programming constructs will give you 
a significant head start when learning additional 
programming languages in the future.

GCSE Computer Science
Exam Board:  AQA

Mr S Payne 
Computer Science 
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Course Content 
	70% examination  	30% coursework 

Examination 
Component 1: 
Key Developments in US Film 35% 

Key texts: 

	Invasion of the Body Snatchers and  
 E.T. the extra Terrestrial
	Little Miss Sunshine 

Component 2:  
Global Film:  
Narrative, Representation and Film Style 35% 

Key texts: 

	District 9   
	Let the Right One In     
	Submarine 

Controlled Assessment (coursework) 
Production 30% 

Individual production  
Either A short film or a screenplay of 800 to 1000 
words with a digitally photographed storyboard from 
the opening or an extract from a film which creates 
tension and suspense.  

Evaluative analysis 
750 to 850 words.  

 

How will I be taught? 
We have a cinema room for analysing and viewing 
the examination text films and Apple Macs for 
editing your movies using Final cut pro. The 
department has a large open space for discussing 
ideologies and developments in film. 

Lessons will be dedicated to learning about film 
and developing your technical understanding of its 
construction.

What skills are required and  
what skills will I develop?
You will develop a knowledge and understanding 
of film history, from early cinema through to current 
Blockbusters. We will study the Lumiere Brothers, 
advancements in sound and technology as well as 
independent and high concept movies. 

Where can Film and Media Studies lead? 
Studying Film and Media can lead to further 
qualifications and apprenticeships. Future careers 
include: set designer, advertiser, sound/film editor, 
graphics designer, cinematographer, director, film 
production, lighting director, TV production and 
many more. 

Within the school Media and Film studies are very 
popular at A Level and many of our students then 
go on to study Film or Media at University. 

 

GCSE Film Studies
Exam Board:  WJEC Eduqas

Mrs Methley Prince 
Head of Film and Media Studies 
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Non Core Subjects   

Course Content 
	70% examination  	30% coursework 

Examination 
Component 1:  
Exploring the media 40% 

Key texts: 

	Magazine front covers: Pride  
 (November 2015) & GQ (July 2016)  
	Film Posters: The Man with the Golden   
 Gun (1974) & Spectre (2015)  
	Newspaper front pages: The Guardian  
 (4 September 2015) & The Sun  
 (18 December 2013)  
	Print advertisements: Quality Street (1956)   
 & This Girl Can (2015)  
Section B:  
Exploring Media Industries and Audiences  
(35 marks)  
	Study the following:  
	Newspapers: The Sun  
	Radio: The Archers  
	Film (Media Industries only) Spectre (2015)   
	Video games: Fortnite 
Component 2:  
Understanding Media Forms and Products 30% 

Key texts:  

Section A:  
Television - Crime Drama or Sitcom (30 marks)  
Option 1:  
Crime Drama Luther, Series 1, Episode 1 (2020) 
& The Sweeny, Series 1, Episode 1 (1975)  
Section B:  
Music: music video and online media (30 marks)  
Katy Perry and Bruno Mars 

Controlled Assessment (coursework) 
Unit 3:  
Creating Media Products Coursework 30%  

Statement of aims (10 marks)   
Create the front cover, contents page and one 
additional page for a magazine aimed at teenagers. 
Product must construct representations of people, 
places events or issues that target the intended 
audience.   

Research and planning 250-500 words  
Reflective analysis 500-750 words  
	20 marks for creating a media product that   
 meets the requirements of the set brief  
	30 marks for creating a media product for  
 an intended audience 

How will I be taught? 
We have a cinema room for analysing and viewing 
the examination text films and Apple Macs for 
editing your movies using Final cut pro. The 
department has a large open space for discussing 
ideologies and developments in film.

What skills are required and  
what skills will I develop? 
You will develop a knowledge and understanding 
of the media from Radio to Television, Newspapers 
to Music videos. We will study how technology has 
developed and is both controlled by and controlling 
audiences. 

GCSE Media Studies
Exam Board:  WJEC Eduqas

Mrs Methley Prince 
Head of Film and Media Studies 

Where can Film and Media Studies lead? 
Studying Film and Media can lead to further 
qualifications and apprenticeships. Future careers 
include: web designer, Social Media Advisor, set 
designer, advertiser, sound/film editor, graphics 
designer, cinematographer, director, film production, 
lighting director, TV production, games developer 
and many more. 

Within the school Media and Film studies are very 
popular at A Level and many of our students then 
go on to study Film or Media related Degrees at 
University. 
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Course Content 
	Food Preparation Skills 
	Food Nutrition and Health 
	Food Safety 
	Food Science 
	Food Provenance 
	Food Choice 

Examination: 
1 hour and 45 minutes 
Written exam 50%   

Section A comprises 20 multiple choice 
questions. 

Section B comprises 5 questions each with  
a number of sub questions 

Controlled Assessment: 
NEA 1   
10 hours’ work equalling 15% of your final 
GCSE grade 

NEA 2   
20 hours’ work including a 3 hour practical 
session equalling 35% of your final GCSE grade 

How will I be taught? 
	Science experiments  
	Food practical lessons 
	Theory lessons to underpin the practical 

What skills are required and  
what skills will I develop? 
 You will need to be prepared to find out   
 about the working characteristics, functional   
 and chemical properties of ingredients.  
 You will need to have an interest in food and   
 cookery.  
	You will need to be an independent learner   
 as 50% is your own investigation work.  
 You must provide all the materials for all   
 practical assignments, of which there will  
 be approximately one per week.  

Skills acquired:- 
	planning  
	research skills  
	communication  
	problem-solving skills  
	creativity  
	health and safety  
	food preparation  
	a wide range of cooking skills  
	independence  

Where can Food Preparation  
and Nutrition lead? 
Courses in:  
Home Economics (food, nutrition and health)  

Diploma in Advanced Professional Cookery 
(preparation and cooking)  

Certificate in Hospitality and Catering Principles  

Professional Cookery Studies  

Careers in catering, food design, nutrition, childcare 
and hospitality 

Food Preparation and Nutrition
Exam Board:  AQA

Mrs Thomas 
Head of Technology 
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Course Content 
Living with the physical environment 
	The challenge of natural hazards 
	The living world 
	Physical landscapes in the UK 

Challenges in the human environment 
	Urban issues and challenges 
	The changing economic world 
	The challenge of resource management 

Geographical applications 
	Issue evaluation 
	Fieldwork 
	Geographical skills 

Examination
Paper 1  
Living with the physical environment  
Duration 1 hour 30 minutes  
Weighting 35% of GCSE 

Paper 2  
Challenges in the human environment  
Duration 1 hour 30 minutes  
Weighting 35% of GCSE 

Paper 3  
Geographical applications  
Duration 1 hour 15 minutes  
Weighting 30% of GCSE 

Controlled Assessment 
This is 100% exam and therefore there are  
no controlled assessment components. 

Coursework Information
N/A 

How will I be taught? 
A wide variety of methods is employed, including 
research of up-to-date case study material 
from different media. IT is used for research, 
presentation and data handling. Local field work 
allows application of knowledge. 

What skills are required and  
what skills will I develop? 
Geography is an ideal subject for developing a 
wide range of skills. You will learn how to research 
information from a range of sources and present it 
in a variety of ways both written and in diagrams. 
You will learn how to question, investigate, 
interpret and apply. You can develop experience 
of manipulating data and using simple statistical 
techniques. The skills you develop in GCSE 
geography will support you in further study as well 
as in the world of work. 

Where can Geography lead? 
Anywhere! Given the range of skills that you  
will develop, a GCSE in geography will enhance 
your enjoyment of the world and your ability to 
understand and explain it.

GCSE Geography
Exam Board:  AQA Spec 8035

Mr Ballard 
Head of Geography 
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Course Content 
This is a 2 year qualification divided into 2 units. 
First is the ‘personal portfolio’ which comprises 60% 
of the overall mark. This is essentially a coursework 
portfolio created in the classroom.  

The second unit is the Externally Set Assignment 
(ESA) or exam unit making up the remaining 40% 
of the mark. The ESA is a 14-week study block of 
preparation, culminating in a ten-hour timed test in 
Year 11. 

Examination 
The exam (ESA) is set externally by the Exam 
Board (AQA). The students choose from one 
of about six starting points, and develop an 
investigation over 14 weeks. Evidence is produced 
(in sketchbooks) of research, practical outcomes 
and experimentation leading to a personal and 
meaningful response. The final outcome is 
produced over two full days (10hrs) and candidates 
can use any appropriate media, method or 
materials.

Coursework Information 
We have two main coursework themes, one of 
these we implement a ‘mock exam’ experience at 
the end of Year 10 to embed their understanding of 
the exam process. At present these themes are: 

	Decades 
	Mock Exam 
All students will be encouraged to work in a very 
broad range of media, materials and techniques. 
From digital media, photography to printmaking, 
our department has facilities that give students a 
fantastic opportunity to explore and experiment in 
very many ways. 

How will I be taught? 
We begin Year 10 T with the first Coursework Unit 
of DECADES. This is a very ‘teacher lead’ project 
that explores materials, techniques and developing 
understanding as a whole class group.  

The Mock exam starts towards the end of Year 10. 
Students are increasingly encouraged to become 
independent and develop work that is personal and 
meaningful. This independence is key to success in 
the final Exam.  

In Graphics we really strive to make the students 
active participants in their education not passive 
recipients.  

What skills are required and  
what skills will I develop? 
	Have a creative and inquiring mind. 
	Enjoy drawing 
	Have good illustration skills 
	Interested in how things are designed 
	Interested in how things are created. 
	Able to concentrate to get details correct 
	Enjoy using Computer applications to    
 present ideas and solve problems 
	Have good Art or ICT skills.  

GCSE Graphic Communication
Exam Board:  AQA

Where can GCSE Graphic 
Communication lead? 
	Entry to A Level Graphics  
	Compliment Art and Photography    
 Qualifications for Entry to Foundation    
 Art and Design FE Courses. 
	Graphic Designer 
	Engineer 
	Product Designer 
	Architect 
	Games Designer 
	Typographer 
	CGI Animator 
	Illustrator 
	Surveyor 
	CAD Designer 
	Packaging Designer 
	Kitchen Designer 
	Interior Designer 
	Advertising/Creative 
	Magazine Layout 

G Booth  
Graphics 
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Course Content 
Component 1  
Human Lifespan and Development -  
internal unit 

Component 2  
Health and Social Care Services and Values - 
internal unit 

Component 3  
Health and Well-Being -  
external unit 

Examination 
Component 3   
Health and Well-Being  

2 hours’ external exam – You will learn about health 
and wellbeing and you will be expected to plan 
out an improvement plan for an individual which 
is set by the exam board. This will be an external 
assessment. 

Coursework Information 
Component 1  
Human Lifespan and Development.  

You will study how we change across 6 life-stages 
and factors that may affect our health and well-being. 

Component 2    
Health and Social Care Services. 

You will study about health and social care services 
and learn about care values 

The two  internal units are worth the same amount 
of points. The external online exam is worth more 
points.  

All units must be completed in an exam window 
given by the exam board.

All components of the course must be passed  
to achieve this qualification.   

The Edexcel BTEC in Health and Social Care 
gives pupils opportunities to gain: 

	Knowledge and understanding of human   
 growth and development 
	Knowledge and understanding of how people  
 deal with major life events 
	Knowledge and understanding of health and   
 social care services 
	Practical demonstration of care values,   
 together with the ability to reflect on own   
 performance 

How will I be taught? 
Computer tasks, class discussion, worksheets, 
mini projects, group work, meeting with health 
professionals, time observing children and the 
elderly, watching documentaries, and external trips.  

What skills are required and  
what skills will I develop? 
Skills required - excellent organisation skills, 
good independent skills, good team work skills, 
communication skills, time management skills,  
A good level of written English. 

Skills I will develop - team work, communication 
time management and empathy. 

BTEC Level 1 and 2 NQF Tech 
Award in Health and Social Care 
Exam Board:  Pearson

Mrs Jaffray 
Head of  Health and Social Care 
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Course Content 
Paper 1:  
Crime and Punishment in Britain 1000-Present 
(Depth Study Whitechapel 1870-1900) 

Paper 2:  
Early Elizabethan England 1558-1588 and The 
American West 

Paper 3: Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-39 

Examination 
Paper 1:  
Thematic study and historic environment (30%) 

Paper 2:  
British Depth Study B3 (20%)  
and Period Study (20%) 

Paper 3:  
Modern Depth Study (30%) 

Controlled Assessment 
N/A 

Coursework Information 
N/A 

How will I be taught? 
Lessons are engaging and thought provoking.  
Students are encouraged to understand and 
question the causes and effects of the main events 
that take place throughout their different study 
units; studying both period and development 
courses. Students will also have access to a 
thematic study of history – for example, the Year 10 
students will study Crime and Punishment in Britain 
from 1000 C.E onwards. 

During the course students are encouraged 
to use a variety of sources, including original 
documents, DVD and the internet to support their 
work.  Students are supported to express their 
views and opinions in class discussions; and to 
concentrate on the skills of analysis, interpretation 
and evaluation. 

Regular examination practice supports their ability 
to achieve well in the end of unit and end of year 
examinations. 

What skills are required and  
what skills will I develop? 
	Skills developed include: 
	Critical thinking 
	Questioning 
	Research and investigation 
	Analysis 
	Evaluation 
	Independent learning skills 
	Resilience 

Where can History lead? 
History is a subject that can lead to a variety of 
career choices and options. The subject teaches 
research skills, interpretation and argument that 
can be applied in a number of careers including 
business, marketing, finance, media, the leisure 
industry, police, armed forces, teaching and the 
Civil Service. It can also be used in conjunction 
with other subjects so for example set and costume 
design for period film, stage and TV productions, 
researching genealogy, advising on the accuracy  
of historical interpretation. 

GCSE History
Exam Board:  Edexcel

Hannah Koenen
Head of History 
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What skills are required and  
what skills will I develop? 
	You need a good ability to learn vocabulary   
 (between 10 and 30 a week) 
	a good ability to SPEAK in the target    
 language  
	a good understanding of grammar structures  
 and tenses (present/perfect/future/near   
 future) 
The focus is on using the language to understand 
and communicate ideas, opinions and needs.  

You will develop skills to use your language for the 
exam but also in the outside world, communicating, 
listening and understanding others who speak the 
target language. 

You will develop your memory skills, grammatical 
understanding of the language and of your own 
language as well as deductive skills. 

You will gain a cross-cultural awareness and will be 
able to recognize the dynamic relationship between 
language, culture, and meaning. 

You will also develop a very high level of critical 
thinking and interpretive skills as well as an  
awareness of diverse ways of creating and 
interpreting meaning. 

Where can modern foreign  
languages lead? 
Good linguists are rare in the UK. There are many 
opportunities to study and work abroad. 

While staying in the UK, knowing a language can 
help you to find jobs in the legal and diplomatic 
worlds, commerce, journalism, PR, education, 
translating books and film scripts and interpreting. 
Scientists, engineers and doctors also benefit from 
having a language.

Course Content
Theme 1: Identity and culture
Topic 1:  Me, my family and friends

Topic 2:  Technology in everyday life

Topic 3:  Free-time activities

Topic 4:  Customs and festivals in French-   
 speaking countries/communities

Theme 2: Local, national, international  
and global areas of interest
Topic 1:  Home, town, neighbourhood  
 and region

Topic 2:  Social issues

Topic 3:  Global issues

Topic 4:  Travel and tourism

Theme 3: Current and future  
study and employment
Topic 1:  My studies

Topic 2:  Life at school/college

Topic 3:  Education post-16

Topic 4:  Jobs, career choices and ambitions

Examination 
 Paper 1 Listening
Length 35 minutes (F) 45 minutes (H) 
Tasks Questions to be answered non verbally,  
in English and in the target language 

 Paper 2 Speaking 
Length 7-9 minutes (F)  10-12 minutes (H)  
Tasks A role play, a photo card, and a general 
conversation  

 Paper 3 Reading  
Length 45 minutes (F)  60 minutes (H) 
Tasks Questions to be answered non verbally, 
in English and in the target language, plus a 
translation into English 

 Paper 4 Writing  
Length 60 minutes (F)  75 minutes (H) 
Tasks Structured and open ended writing tasks 
plus a translation into the target language 

Controlled Assessment 
The course is linear. 

All exams will be sat at the end of year 11. 

All languages have a Foundation Tier (grades 1-5) 
and a Higher Tier (grades 4-9), and all pupils must 
take all four skills, which are equally weighted, at 
the same tier. 

How will I be taught? 
Practice in all four skills using topic specific material 
will be part of the lessons. Lessons are varied and 
enjoyable, using a wide variety of  

resources and materials, with increasing emphasis 
on examination techniques as the course 
progresses. 

Modern Foreign Languages 
(GCSE) French
Exam Board:  AQA

Ms A Panconi 
Head of Modern Foreign Languages  
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Course Content
Theme 1: Identity and culture
Topic 1:  Me, my family and friends

Topic 2:  Technology in everyday life

Topic 3:  Free-time activities

Topic 4:  Customs and festivals in Spanish-  
 speaking countries/communities

Theme 2: Local, national, international  
and global areas of interest
Topic 1:  Home, town, neighbourhood  
 and region

Topic 2:  Social issues

Topic 3:  Global issues

Topic 4:  Travel and tourism

Theme 3: Current and future  
study and employment
Topic 1:  My studies

Topic 2:  Life at school/college

Topic 3:  Education post-16

Topic 4:  Jobs, career choices and ambitions

Examination 
 Paper 1 Listening
Length 35 minutes (F) 45 minutes (H) 
Tasks Questions to be answered non verbally,  
in English and in the target language 

 Paper 2 Speaking 
Length 7-9 minutes (F)  10-12 minutes (H)  
Tasks A role play, a photo card, and a general 
conversation  

 Paper 3 Reading  
Length 45 minutes (F)  60 minutes (H) 
Tasks Questions to be answered non verbally, 
in English and in the target language, plus a 
translation into English 

 Paper 4 Writing  
Length 60 minutes (F)  75 minutes (H) 
Tasks Structured and open ended writing tasks 
plus a translation into the target language 

Controlled Assessment 
The course is linear. 

All exams will be sat at the end of year 11. 

All languages have a Foundation Tier (grades 1-5) 
and a Higher Tier (grades 4-9), and all pupils must 
take all four skills, which are equally weighted, at 
the same tier. 

How will I be taught? 
Practice in all four skills using topic specific material 
will be part of the lessons. Lessons are varied and 
enjoyable, using a wide variety of  

resources and materials, with increasing emphasis 
on examination techniques as the course 
progresses. 

Modern Foreign Languages
Ab Initio (GCSE) Spanish
Exam Board:  AQA

Ms M Clarke
Teacher of Spanish

What skills are required and  
what skills will I develop? 
	You need a good ability to learn vocabulary   
 (between 10 and 30 words a week) 
	a good ability to SPEAK in Spanish or in   
 French 
	a good understanding of grammar structures  
 and tenses (present/perfect/future/near   
 future) to have taken French at year 9 and   
 achieved a level 4 
The focus is on using the language to understand 
and communicate ideas, opinions and needs.  

You will develop skills to use your language for the 
exam but also in the outside world, communicating, 
listening and understanding others who speak the 
target language. 

You will develop your memory skills, grammatical 
understanding of the language and of your own 
language as well as deductive skills. 

You will gain a cross-cultural awareness and will be 
able to recognize the dynamic relationship between 
language, culture, and meaning. 

You will also develop a very high level of critical 
thinking and interpretive skills as well as an  
awareness of diverse ways of creating and 
interpreting meaning. 

Where can modern foreign  
languages lead? 
Good linguists are rare in the UK. There are many 
opportunities to study and work abroad. 

While staying in the UK, knowing a language can 
help you to find jobs in the legal and diplomatic 
worlds, commerce, journalism, PR, education, 
translating books and film scripts and interpreting. 
Scientists, engineers and doctors also benefit from 
having a language.
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Where can GCSE music lead? 
Many musicians continue to play and sing 
throughout their lives whether professionally or in 
amateur groups.  Music can lead to many careers 
in the arts world including, performing, teaching, 
arts management, music therapy and journalism.  

Music can also lead to many careers outside the 
arts world due to the transferable skills inherent in 
the subject. Many musicians go on to be successful 
in completely different areas such as lawyers and 
doctors. Further information about the syllabus can 
be found on the EDUQAS/WJEC website.  

 

Course Content 
	Component 1: Performing (30%) 
	Component 2: Composing (30%) 
	Component 3: Appraising (40%) 

Course Summary 
	Component 1: Performing (30%) 
Total duration of performances: 4-6 minutes  

You will submit a portfolio of a minimum of 2 
recordings including at least 1 minute of ensemble 
performance. This is a coursework element of the 
course and you may re-record and submit your best 
performances. 

	Component 2: Composing (30%) 
Total duration of compositions: 3-6 minutes 

You will submit 2 compositions, one of which must 
be in response to a brief set by the board.  

The second composition is a free composition for 
which you set your own brief.  

Non-exam assessment will be internally marked by 
teachers and externally moderated.  

	Component 3: Appraising (40%) 
Listening exam: 1 hour and 15 minutes  

Eight questions in total, two on each of the  
four areas of study. 

Area of Study 1: Musical Forms and Devices  
Area of Study 2: Music for Ensemble  
Area of Study 3: Film Music  
Area of Study 4: Popular Music 

2 questions will be based on the following  
set works: 

	Bach: Badinerie  
	Toto: Africa 

How will I be taught?  
You will be taught basics of using Sibelius and 
DAW software to help write your compositions 
using a series of structured tasks.  

Your performances will be prepared by your 
individual instrumental teachers and overseen by 
the Head of Music.  

You will be taught relevant theoretical and analytical 
processes in relation to a wide range of music 
including classical, film, pop and world music.  
You will practice these techniques using exam-style 
questions.  

What skills are required and  
what skills do I develop? 
Pupils are expected to demonstrate a natural 
curiosity and enthusiasm about music. You need 
to be open-minded to all styles and genres. Music 
requires independent learning and you need to 
have the resilience and perseverance to practise 
each day.  

In addition to developing your practical musicianship 
in performing and composing, the GCSE course 
aims to develop your analytical and creative skills 
whilst broadening your contextual awareness.   

You will be given a wide range of extra-
curricular opportunities including trips, concerts, 
masterclasses and workshops delivered 
by professional musicians as well as being 
encouraged to participate in a variety of ensembles 
and performances. 

GCSE Music
Exam Board:  EDUQAS

Helen Woollett
Head of Music 
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Where can drama lead?  
Students who generally achieve a Level 2 Merit  
or above might consider progression to: 

 AS or A2 A-Levels as preparation for entry   
 into higher education in a range of subjects 
 BTEC Level 3 in Performing Arts, which   
 prepares learners to enter employment   
 or apprenticeships, or to move on to    
 higher education by studying a degree in  
 the performing arts or production arts areas. 
Students can go on to study drama, dance, music, 
musical theatre and/or Performing Arts at university 
or Performing Art specialism Schools (via audition). 
Careers in leisure and the media are also possible 
pathways. The course also acts as an excellent 
training for prospective teachers, business people, 
social workers, in fact any field in which group 
skills, interpersonal skills and creativity are valued. 

Course Content: 
	Component 1: Exploring the Performing Arts 
(30% of your overall grade) 
You will develop your understanding of the 
performing arts by examining practitioners’ work 
and the processes used to create performance. 
This is a 100% theory based unit. 

	Component 2: Developing skills  
and techniques in the Performing Arts  
(30% of your overall grade) 
You will take part in a series of workshops and 
rehearsals. You will develop your performing arts 
skills and techniques through the reproduction of 
a play. You will need to write consistent diaries 
evaluating your skills as you go through the 
process of the workshops, rehearsals and final 
performance. This is 50% theory and 50% practical 
unit.  

	Component 3 (exam unit): Performing  
to a Brief (40% of your overall grade) 
You will be given the opportunity to work as part 
of a group to create a workshop performance in 
response to a given brief and stimulus. This is 25% 
theory and 75% practical.  

Examination 
Consistent assessment takes place in all written 
work, rehearsals and final performances.  

However, Component 3 is classed as the actual 
exam unit and this consists of 2 parts: 

	Log book entries x 3 (ideas, skills and    
 evaluation) under exam conditions 
	Recording of a final performance to a live   
 audience 

Coursework Information 
Component 1: Exploring the Performing Arts 

You will be assessed through written work only. 
This will be in the form of a log book, journal and a 
final presentation. 

Component 2: Developing skills and techniques in 
the Performing Arts 

You will be assessed through log books, target 
setting, attitude to rehearsals, understanding of 
rehearsals and a live performance to an audience.  

How will I be taught?  
The emphasis of this course is very much on 
exploration of professional and existing works 
through both practical and theory studies. You will 
be given the opportunity to explore different plays 
and devise your own work. Continuous assessment 
of written work is key to this course. 

What skills are required and  
what skills will I develop? 
You will need to be very enthusiastic about drama 
and committed to all elements of this course, 
including the written elements to ensure you 
pass the course. You will need strong team work 
skills, high attendance and excellent/confident 
performance skills.   

BTEC Tech award in  
Performing Arts (acting) 
Exam Board:  Edexcel

Kay Palmer
Head of Drama 
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GCSE Dance  
40% Written Coursework 
60% Practical

KS4 dance helps students develop technical 
and expressive skills as well as knowledge and 
understanding of dance through performance, 
choreography and critical appreciation of dance. 

The GCSE Dance course: 
	Component 1  
Performance & Choreography (60%)  
Knowledge, understanding and skills  
for performance (30%) and Knowledge, 
understanding and skills for choreography (30%) 

	2 x Set Phrases 
	Duet/Trio 
 Own Choreography (This specification  

recognises the role of dance in young   
people’s lives and students will study a range 
of dance styles and style fusions. Apart from 
the solo performance, they can choose any 
style in which to perform and choreograph, 
providing it meets the assessment criteria.) 

	Component 2  
Critical Appreciation (40%) 
Knowledge and understanding of critical 
appreciation of own work (15 %) and knowledge 
and understanding for critical appreciation of 
professional set works (25%) 

Written paper - throughout the course you will 
study 6 works in their entirety and answer questions 
on these in the Written Exam. The exam paper is 
1.5 hours. 

What skills will I develop?  
GCSE Dance will equip you with a wide range of 
transferable skills, many of which will prepare you 
for the outside world. Lessons will provide you with 
the opportunity to develop your leadership skills 
and you will gain an understanding of how to work 
effectively with others. Dance will allow you to 
develop your creativity as well as well as improve 
your self-confidence.  

Where can GCSE Dance lead?   
A wide range of career options: Community Arts 
Leader, Dancer, Teacher, Dance Journalism and 
the arts in general. Studying GCSE Dance means 
you will have a broad set of skills that make you 
extremely appealing to employers and institutes  
of further or higher education.    

Rehearsals and Performances 
Rehearsals and performances are a compulsory 
part of the course. Students should expect to stay 
behind at least once a week, as well as perhaps 
rehearsing during lunch and break. In year 11 
they will be responsible for organising their own 
choreography rehearsal and are expected to attend 
a technique class. Students will not be able 
to pass this course without attending extra 
rehearsals so commitment to the course is key. 

Cost of course  
	Students are expected to attend trips and   
 performances that are related to this subject   
 area.  
	At times, students may need to provide   
 costumes for their performances. 
	Dance kit is available at an extra cost. PE kit   
 or plain black suitable clothing is acceptable   
 for lessons and rehearsals.

Performing Arts - GCSE Dance
Exam Board:  AQA

Ms Fraser-Thompson 
Head of Dance
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Course Content: 
	Study of Core Beliefs, Teaching and    
 Practices of both Christianity and Islam. 
	Study of four Philosophical and Ethical   
 themes which include: 
A. Relationships and Families: includes the study of 
human sexuality, marriage, divorce, role of parents, 
same sex relationships, gender equality and 
discrimination. 

B. Religion and Life: the study of the origins of the 
universe, environmental issues, animal exploitation 
and experimentation, origins of life, evolution. Also 
ethical issues of abortion, euthanasia, death and 
the afterlife. 

C. Peace and Conflict: the investigation the 
concepts of peace, justice, forgiveness, war, 
terrorism, pacifism, use of nuclear weapons and 
victims of war. 

D. Crime and Punishment: the study of good/evil 
actions, types and reasons for crime (addiction, 
mental illness, upbringing), punishments (prison, 
community service, corporal punishment, death 
penalty) and forgiveness. 

Examination 
Both components account for 50% of the total exam 
and are assessed  through two written exams of 1 
hour 45 minutes each. 

How will I be taught? 
You will receive 7 lessons over 2 weeks and the 
lessons will be split between the Religious content 
and the Themes. 

In the lessons you will be encouraged to consider 
and reflect upon the beliefs of others and how it 
impacts their lives. You will be expected to reach 
your own opinions about the Big Questions in life, 
to challenge the views of others and to create 
arguments in support or against different issues  
or beliefs.  

You will be given time to discuss ideas with 
others. You will be expected to contribute to class 
discussions and develop written arguments. 

What skills are required and  
what skills will I develop? 
	Empathy 
	Open mindedness 
	Communication – oral and written 
	Deep thinking 
	Evaluation and Enquiring 
	Logical and Critical Thinking 
	Connection Finding 

Where can Philosophy and Ethics lead? 
It will help you develop a better understanding 
of the issues faced by the human race and their 
responses to it. It is highly valued by the top 
universities for encouraging critical thinking. 

Vocations: Any professions that include dealing 
with people: nursing, human resources, media 
roles, journalism, teaching etc.

GCSE Philosophy and Ethics  
(Religious Studies) 
Exam Board:  AQA      Specification:  A 

Mr M Higginson 
Head of Philosophy and Ethics 
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Where can PE lead? 
This course will prepare learners for the further 
study of PE or sports science courses as well as 
other related subject areas such as psychology, 
sociology and biology. Learners will also develop 
the transferable skills that are in demand 
by further education, Higher Education and 
employers in all sectors of industry. 

During PE lessons throughout Year 9, students have 
gone through a two branched assessment process. 
This includes the Head Heart Hands core PE 
assessment and online internal exams at the end of 
each term used to assess theoretical knowledge and 
skills. The theoretical content students have covered 
includes bones, joints, muscles, types of movement. 
A letter will be sent home to advise the result of these 
assessments and which course students should 
select. Additionally, conversations with students  
and during parents evening will support this.

Course Content 
Paper 1: The human body and movement  
in physical activity and sport 
What’s assessed
	Applied anatomy and physiology 
	Movement analysis  
	Physical training  
	Use of data 

How it’s assessed  
	Written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes  
	78 marks  
	30% of GCSE 

Paper 2: Socio-cultural influences and well-
being in physical activity and sport 
What’s assessed  
	Sports psychology  
	Socio-cultural influences  
	Health, fitness and well-being  
	Use of data 

How it’s assessed  
	Written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes  
	78 marks  
	30% of GCSE 

Non-exam assessment: Practical performance 
in physical activity and sport 

What’s assessed  
	Practical performance in three different 

physical activities in the role of player/
performer (one in a team activity, one in an 
individual activity and a third in either a team 
or in an individual activity).  

	Analysis and evaluation of performance to   
 bring about improvement in one activity. 

How it’s assessed  
	Assessed by teachers  
	Moderated by AQA  
	100 marks  
	40% of GCSE 

Questions  
	For each of their three activities, students 

will be assessed in skills in progressive drills 
(10 marks per activity) and in the full context 
(15 marks per activity).  

	Students will be assessed on their analysis 
(15 marks) and evaluation (10 marks) of 
performance to bring about improvement in 
one activity. 

What skills are required and  
what skills will I develop? 
This specification will create confident, independent 
thinkers and effective decision makers who can 
operate effectively as individuals or as part of a 
team – all skills that will enable them to stand 
out and effectively promote themselves as they 
progress through life. 

GCSE PE
Exam Board:  AQA

Mr B Williams 
Head of Physical Education 
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During PE lessons throughout Year 9, students have 
gone through a two branched assessment process. 
This includes the Head Heart Hands core PE 
assessment and online internal exams at the end of 
each term used to assess theoretical knowledge and 
skills. The theoretical content students have covered 
includes bones, joints, muscles, types of movement. 
A letter will be sent home to advise the result of these 
assessments and which course students should 
select. Additionally, conversations with students  
and during parents evening will support this.

Course Content 
R051: Contemporary issues in sport   
Written paper OCR set and marked   
1 hour – 60 marks (60 UMS)   
Learners answer all questions 

R052: Developing sports skills  
Centre assessed tasks   
OCR moderated 60 marks (60 UMS) 
Learners should spend approximately  
10 hours on the assessment tasks 

R053: Sports leadership  
Centre assessed tasks OCR moderated   
60 marks (60 UMS)   
Learners should spend approximately  
10 hours on the assessment tasks 

R054: Sport and the media  
Centre assessed tasks OCR moderated   
60 marks (60 UMS)   
Learners should spend approximately  
10 hours on the assessment tasks 

Anatomy and Physiology  
Project based 

What skills are required and  
what skills will I develop? 
The Cambridge Nationals in Sport Studies take a 
more sector-based focus, whilst also encompassing 
some core sport/physical education themes. 
Learners have the opportunity to apply theoretical 
knowledge about different types of sport and 
physical activity skills development and spots 
leadership to their own practical performance. They 
will learn about contemporary issues in sport such 
as funding, participation, ethics and role models, 
and sport and the media. Learners will develop an 
appreciation of the importance of sport locally and 
nationally. 

 

Cambridge National  
in Sports Studies
Exam Board:  OCR

Mr B Williams 
Head of Physical Education 
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What skills are required and  
what skills will I develop? 
A curiosity about all aspects of human behaviour 
is essential for studying psychology; you will cover 
a wide range of behaviours, all very different from 
each other. For the different behaviours we study 
you will learn theories, including different factors 
that influence the way we behave.  

As psychology is a science it is also important that 
you are confident with maths and science. These 
skills will be needed across all topics, for example 
understanding averages and graphs, interpreting 
data, drawing conclusions and writing hypotheses. 

Through studying psychology, you will develop your 
planning skills by learning how to plan effective 
research studies using a variety of different 
methods. Through studying research methods you 
will also develop your data analysis skills, learning 
how to interpret the results of an experiment and 
draw a conclusion.  

You will also develop critical thinking and evaluation 
skills as you learn to comment on the strengths and 
weaknesses of the research you learn.  

Where can Psychology lead? 
A GCSE in psychology can lead to studying A-Level 
psychology. However, a GCSE is not essential for 
progression to A-Level.  

A psychology qualification is relevant to every 
profession where you work with people. It is 
particularly relevant to careers such as; teaching, 
nursing, emergency services or working with 
children. 

Course Content 
Unit 1 (Cognition and Behaviour):  
	Memory 
	Perception 
	Development 
	Research Methods 

Unit 2 (Social context and behaviour): 
	Social influence 
	Language, thought and communication 
	Brain and neuropsychology 
	Psychological problems.  

Examination 
Paper 1: Cognition and Behaviour  

Paper 2: Social context and Behaviour  

Both papers are 1 hour 45 minutes, worth 100 
marks. Each paper contributes 50% to your final 
grade. 

There is no coursework in psychology. Your grade 
comes from your scores on the exams at the end of 
year 11.  

Controlled Assessment 
N/A 

Coursework Information 
N/A 

How will I be taught? 
A wide variety of teaching methods are used in 
GCSE psychology lessons. Research is at the 
heart of psychology; lessons centre around learning 
research studies investigating behaviour and the 
theories that have been developed as a result of 
what we have learnt.    

Lessons typically contain a mix of teacher-led, 
independent, pair and group tasks. You will 
participate in discussions about the validity of 
research evidence and the usefulness of it for 
explaining our behaviour. Case studies and 
scenarios are frequently used within psychology, 
helping you to develop your skills in applying your 
psychological knowledge to explaining people’s 
behaviour.  

You will also learn how to conduct research studies 
and will have the opportunity to practice these skills 
throughout the course.  

Ultimately, psychology is a science-based subject 
and our knowledge of behaviour is gained through 
scientific research. You will learn the research that 
has been done and how to do your own research.  

GCSE Psychology
Exam Board:  AQA

Miss K Gouldsworthy 
Head of Social Sciences  
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Course Content 
	Section A: Core Technical Principles
	Section B: Specialist Technical Principles
	Section C: Design and Making Principles  

Examination 
	50% of final grade

Controlled Assessment 
50% of the final grade. This will be a set design 
problem from the board. Assessment will be on 
skills in investigating, designing, making and 
evaluating a prototype of a product. 

How will I be taught? 
Mini practical projects to ensure understanding 
of theory concepts.  Theory lessons to ensure 
understanding of each area within the exam. 

Maths is an essential part of this new course 
therefore there will be an element of maths within 
the course. 

What skills are required and  
what skills will I develop? 
	Designing skills  
	Drawing skills 
	Accurate use of hand and machine tools 
	Independency 
	Research skills  

Where can Design and Technology lead? 
	A level in Product Design 
	Carpentry courses at college 
	Apprenticeship in the field 

GCSE Design and Technology
Exam Board:  AQA

Mrs Thomas 
Head of Technology 
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What skills are required and  
what skills will I develop? 
To be a successful sociology student you must:  

	Be willing to express your views in class 
discussions, debates and presentations 

	Be able to listen to and respect the views of 
others 

	Keep up to date with current issues by 
reading a newspaper or watching TV news.  

	Sociology is a purely exam based subject 
which requires you to write essays. You will 
be given clear guides on how to write essays, 
but an ability to express ideas in writing is 
essential. 

Students who choose sociology will develop 
questioning and critical thinking skills, a sociological 
imagination (the art of deconstructing the familiar), 
empathy and on a more practical level, essay 
writing skills.  

Where can Sociology lead? 
A GCSE in sociology can lead to studying A-Level 
sociology. However, a GCSE is not essential for 
progression to A-Level.  

A GCSE in sociology also puts you in a strong 
position to study the following subjects at A-Level: 
sociology, psychology, health and social care, 
philosophy and ethics.  

Here are some examples of careers where studying 
sociology may be useful: Journalist, Social Worker, 
Probation Office, Teacher and Community Worker. 

Course Content 
 Introduction to Sociology / What is society? 
 Family 
 Education 
 Crime and deviance 
 Social Stratification 
 Relevant areas of Social Theory  
 and Methodology 

Examination  
Paper 1: The sociology of families and education 

	The sociology of families 
	The sociology of education 
	Relevant areas of social theory  
 and methodology. 

Paper 2: The sociology of crime and deviance  
and social stratification 

	The sociology of crime and deviance 
	The sociology of social stratification 
	Relevant areas of social theory and    
 Methodology 

How it’s assessed (Both Papers): 

	Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 
	100 marks 
	50% of GCSE 

Questions 

Section A has two multiple choice questions 
followed by a range of short and extended 
responses. 

Section B has two multiple choice questions 
followed by a range of short and extended 
responses. 

Controlled Assessment 
N/A 

Coursework Information 
N/A 

How will I be taught? 
Sociology means thinking critically about the world 
around us, looking beneath the surface to explore 
the social and political context that shapes our 
lives.  

As a sociology student, you will explore and ask 
questions about the society you live in. We will be 
asking important questions covering a range of 
topics such as; Why are there different types of 
families?, Why did the riots happen in 2011?, Why 
do some students achieve better GCSE results that 
others?, How has the internet changed the world 
we live in?, Why do some people have more money 
and power than others? 

Discussion forms a large part of sociology lessons 
where students get to discuss their ideas, and 
apply different theories to the topics. Lessons are 
interactive and encourage students to work in a 
variety of ways such as independently, in groups  
or in pairs.  

GCSE Sociology
Exam Board:  AQA

Mrs D Okocha 
Teacher of Sociology 
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