
PROSPECTUS



A SUPPORTIVE SCHOOL
“ If you work hard you can achieve the grades 

you want. The school supports you completely.” 

Student, Year 11



WHY CHOOSE  
MAPLESDEN?

Maplesden Noakes School is a highly successful 11-18 
mixed secondary school in Maidstone that is recognised for 
having high academic standards for all its students and for 
providing an inclusive, caring and supportive environment. 
Why not have the best of everything - co-educational setting, 
outstanding teaching, challenging curriculum, excellent 
facilities and a Grammar Stream education? Maplesden 
Noakes School is the informed choice for your child.

Maplesden Noakes is a ‘High Performance Learning’ school. 
This means that we subscribe to the philosophy that every 
single student can aspire to achieve the best possible 
standards. Society is quick to label people as ‘high or low 
ability’. At Maplesden we believe that intelligence can be 
grown by developing unique levels of self-confidence and 
determination through ‘deliberate practice’. A Maplesden 
student is never held back by labels or crude categories. 
Research shows that the majority of us are equipped with 
the same potential at birth and at Maplesden we want 
every student to know that they have the right to be truly 
aspirational and to shine beyond any limits imposed by 
circumstance or other people. 

Mr Richard Owen,  
Headteacher

If you are looking for a successful, welcoming and exceptional 
school for your child, look no further.

“Students are  
enthusiastic about  
school life, behave well 
and come to lessons 
ready to learn.” 
Ofsted



A FRIENDLY SCHOOL
“ Since starting at Maplesden Noakes I have found the 

teachers to be helpful and welcoming, I have been 
able to make some great new friends. I always feel 
safe in my school environment.” 

Student, Year 7



PRIMARY TRANSITION

Maplesden is all about giving students the self-confidence to believe in themselves. 
This is the key to our success as a community. Our Primary Transition team ensure every 
stage of the process is applied with that unique level of individualised Maplesden support. 
The Headteacher visits local primary schools to meet with students and reassure them. 
Year 5 and Year 6 students enjoy taster days and induction days at Maplesden so that they 
really get used to our caring environment. We support the students all the way through 
the process and transition from primary school to Maplesden Noakes is seamless with 
experienced staff ensuring that students very quickly feel at home in the school.

We know how daunting the move from primary to 
secondary can seem for students.

GRAMMAR STREAM
Maplesden Noakes provides a unique opportunity for Grammar 
School students and for other high ability students.

Our Grammar Stream has been established for 
several years now and many parents choose 
us instead of grammar schools to ensure their 
child receives that essential mix of outstanding 
support, ambitious targets and exceptional 
teaching. Many students often lack confidence 
and we provide students with the support they 
need to believe in themselves. 

The 11+ can label young people when many 
simply need time and help to develop their 
performance. Our Grammar Stream and 
Aspiring Grammar Stream groups give students 
the chance they deserve to be the best. Our 
unique approach has resulted in progress results 
for our students that are higher than some local 
grammar schools.



QUALITY OF 
TEACHING
Our staff are a highly skilled, extremely hard 
working and dedicated team who genuinely 
want the best for every student. Our strong 
reputation means that we can attract the 
very best quality staff. Good and outstanding 
teachers want to work at Maplesden Noakes. 
Our highly successful training partnership 
means that students also benefit from teachers 
who have been trained and employed by us so 
that teaching is contemporary, skilled and finely 
tuned to fit the needs of every student.

We are extremely proud of the consistent levels of outstanding 
teaching across our school.

“Teaching is characterised 
by high expectations, good 
classroom relationships and 
well planned lessons. Students 
respect their teachers and 
want to do well.” 
Ofsted

COMMUNITY VALUES  
LEADING TO EXCELLENCE

We do hope that all prospective students and parents have a chance to visit us, so you 
can see for yourselves how our community works. Visitors regularly comment on how 
overwhelmingly polite, happy, and hardworking our students are. We are so proud of the 
positive atmosphere that has been nurtured across the school and the way in which we 
have developed a hardworking, confident community which at its heart fosters a collective 
determination to achieve the best possible standards for all our students.

Our school thrives because our students are confident 
and happy. 



A PASSIONATE SCHOOL
“ Teachers and support staff go the extra mile 

to encourage and support the young people in 
their care to thrive and develop academically 
and emotionally.” 

Parent



A COMPASSIONATE SCHOOL
“ Teachers are understanding and I feel that I can talk 

to them regarding any problems I have with work or 
personal issues and they will listen and help.” 

Student, Year 9



OUTSTANDING  
PASTORAL SUPPORT

Every individual deserves an understanding of their needs and the challenges that they 
may face. Every student is entitled to the best possible levels of support, whatever their past 
performance and whatever their background. Many schools seem to cater for particular 
students of a certain ‘ability’ or promote an exclusive approach. At Maplesden, we specialise 
in the individual. Our support team comprising of a range of skilled and dedicated staff 
includes our outstanding Additional Educational Needs Department, our Form Tutors, Heads 
of Year, Student Managers and our Focus Team. Our Student Managers are non-teaching 
staff who devote their time to student welfare throughout the school day.

BEHAVIOUR, UNIFORM 
AND STANDARDS
Our reputation is built on high academic success which is brought about through an 
insistence on politeness, caring for others and impeccable behaviour. We are proud of 
our reputation and believe that students should wear their uniform and the Maplesden 
badge with pride. We have a robust behaviour system which all staff apply so we ensure 
consistency and fairness. Students know that there will be consequences if their behaviour 
falls short of our expectations. Our students are proud to be part of the Maplesden 
community and we work hard to develop their sense of responsibility. It is a privilege to be a 
Maplesden student and we expect all members of our community to uphold our values. 

Maplesden is known for its outstanding pastoral team and 
level of student care which is second to none.

At Maplesden we believe in very high standards.



Rather than simply reviewing past performance 
as evidence of ‘ability’, we assess gaps in prior 
knowledge and set all students on a course in 
which performance is rapidly improved so that 
everyone can aspire to perform to the ultimate 
standard. Our expectations are extremely high 
and all students are expected to practise hard to 
master each aspect of the curriculum.

Students are encouraged to be resourceful, 
resilient and hard-working, and they have 
the opportunity to develop their leadership 
skills through a wide range of extra-curricular 
activities, trips and workshops. Our facilities 
such as our 3G pitch, Sports Hall, Dance 
Studios, Cinema and Media Resource Area 
ensure that students can develop their skills in 
an exciting and well supported environment. 
Our careers guidance is recognised by Ofsted 
as outstanding and almost all of our students 
leave school having secured a place in further 
education or employment. We are particularly 
proud of this as we provide a unique level of 
certainty for students as they prepare for the 
next stage of their lives. 

SIXTH FORM

Students are attracted to our Sixth Form because the Maplesden Noakes values of 
community, individual support and academic excellence are applied to ensure that this 
crucial phase of our students’ education is uniquely engaging and motivational for all.  
Our Sixth Form oversubscription criteria ensures that Maplesden Noakes Year 11 students  
are prioritised for entry into the Sixth Form.

We are extremely proud of our brand new, state of the art Sixth Form Learning Resource  
and Study Area with dedicated, contemporary IT facilities available for all students.  
This is part of a £6.5 Million investment in the school. Our Sixth Form is unique as we offer 
a fantastic modern environment, allowing our students to learn in an exciting new setting, 
which is truly aspirational. 

Our highly successful and overwhelmingly popular Sixth 
Form is recognised by Ofsted for its outstanding teaching. 

CURRICULUM
We offer a High Performance Learning curriculum. 

“Teachers have secure 
subject knowledge which 
they use well in their 
teaching and they know 
how to prepare students 
for examinations. This 
fosters the confidence  
of students that they  
can succeed. ”
Ofsted





Headteacher:  
Mr Richard Owen BEd Hons, MEd

Buckland Road, Maidstone, Kent, ME16 0TJ
T: 01622 759036  F: 01622 661707
Email: generalenquiries@maplesden.kent.sch.uk 

www.maplesden.kent.sch.uk


